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AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
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GENEVA FOR AMBASSADOR VANCE 

3.0. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, UN, PK 

SUB J : US VIEWS ON ITEM 9 OF CND AGENDA 

REF: (A) STATE 026073 

(B) ISLAMABAD 1541 (NOTAL) 

(C) ISLAMABAD 1491 (NOTAL) 

t ON FEBRUARY 13 MOHAMMED YUSUF ORAKZAI. CHAIRMAN OF 
PAKISTAN NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD, CONVEYED TO VISITING 
COUNTRY DIRECTOR CONSTABLE AND DCM THE GOP'S 
ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORT FOR US POSITION ON ITEM 9 OF CND 
AGENDA (REFTEL A). ORAKZAI 

OUTLINED IN ONE-TWO-THREE ORDER ASPECTS WHICH GOP 
FOUND MOST APPEALING: (A) HE REFERRED TO THE 
ACKNOWLEDGED WORLD SHORTAGE OF LICIT OPIUM WHICH IS 
FORCING USG TO RELEASE AMOUNTS OF UP TO 45 PER CENT OF 
ITS OPIUM STOCKPILE SO AS TO MAINTAIN US INVENTORIES 
AT A MINIMALLY SAFE LEVEL. IF, AS GOP CONTEMPLATES, 

PURCHASE OF RAW OPIUM IN THE NORTHWEST FRONTIER 
PROVINCE (NWFP) IS MORE TIGHTLY CONTROLLED THIS SUMMER, 

IT LIKELY GOP WILL PURCHASE FROM THE GROWERS TONNAGE FAR IN 
EXCESS OF THE USUAL ANNUAL BUY OF TEN TONS OR SO FROM PAKISTAN'S 
ESTIMATED PRODUCTION OF 300 TONS. GOP PURCHASES COULD, HE SAID, 
RUN AS HIGH AS FIVE TIMES THAT OF RECENT YEARS. 

ORAKZAI INDICATED THAT IN SUCH EVENT HE WOULD LIKE THE 
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EMBASSY TO ASSIST GOP IN ARRANGING FOR THE LICIT EXPORT 
TO THE US OF THE TONNAGE WHICH IS ABOVE MEDICAL 
REQUIREMENTS IN PAKISTAN. (B) ORAKZAI STATED THAT THE 
RECOMMENDED SHIFT TOWARD POPPY STRAW TO IMPROVE BOTH 
CONTROL AND YIELD IS MANIFESTLY RIGHT AND PROPER. 

PAKISTAN WOULD WELCOME US TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO SET 
UP PROGRESSING UNITS IN PAKISTAN. (C) HE DESCRIBED 
THE USG'S INTENTION TO DEVELOP POPPY STRINAS AND 
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PROCESSING TECHNIQUES AS ' VERY GOOD," SAYING PAKISTAN 
WOULD WELCOME ASSISTANCE IN THIS AREA TOO. 

2. CONSTABLE AND DCM SPOKE OF SINGLE CONVENTION, 

PAKISTAN’S AVOWED INTENTION TO BAN THE POPPY AND 
DUTIFULLY CONVEYED SUBSTANCE OF PARA 1 1 REFTEL A. 

ORAKZAI NODDED HIS HEAD IN COMPLETE AGREEMENT AS EACH 
POINT MADE, SAYING "YES, BUT....". THE BUTS LARGELY 

HAD TO DO WITH DOMESTIC POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
OF WHICH DEPARTMENT WELL AWARE AND IN COURSE OF THEIR 
DELINEATION ORAKZAI SAID BAN EVEN IN SETTLED AREAS 
WOULD "AT BEST" COME IN "THREE OR FOUR YEARS." AS TO 
THE MERGED AREAS, HE SAID NARCOTICS LAW HAS NOT YET EVEN 
BEEN EXTENDED THERE AND CONTROL IS VIRTUALLY NON-EXISTENT. 
AS TO TRIBAL AREAS, HE SAID THAT JUST WHEN SOMETHING 
MIGHT BE DONE ON POPPY CONTROL/BAN IS NOT NOW SUBJECT 
TO ANY SORT OF DEFINITION. 

3. COMMENT: USG AND WORLD RECOGNITION THAT THERE IS 
AT PRESENT NO DEEQUATE SUBSTITUTE FOR OPIUM AND 
THAT THERE IS ACTUALLY A SUBSTANTIAL WORLD SHORTAGE 
OF LICIT OPIUM OBVIOUSLY SUGGESTS TO PAKISTAN THE 
IDEA THAT IT NEED NOT HASTEN TO BAN THE POPPY. ON 

THE CONTRARY, GOP NOW SEEMS TO FEEL IT CAN MOVE TO 
BECOME A LEGAL EXPORTER OF OPIUM. THIS IS NOT THE 
FIRST TIME THIS IDEA HAS OCCURRED TO THE GOP. OUR 
BRIEF WHICH MAY SUGGEST TO SOME THAT THOSE WHO 
CAMETH FIRST IN THE LICIT MARKET HAVE SOMETHING AKIN 
TO PROPRIETARY RIGHTS OBVIOUSLY HAS MANY CHINKS 
AND IS NOT LIKELY TO BE PERSUASIVE HERE, PARTICULARLY 
WITH INDIA BEING MAJOR EXPORTER. WE WILL CONTINUE TO 
PRESS FOR BAN IN SETTLED AREAS OF NWFP BUT EVEN MORE 
THAN IN PAST IT APPEARS THAT FIRST ORDER OF PRIORITY 
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IS CONTROL AND ENFORCEMENT WHICH IN PAKISTAN ARE 
CURRENTLY ONLY OF MOST NOMINAL KIND. 

BYROADE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DRUG CONTROL, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, OPIUM, POLICE FORCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974ISLAMA01634 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: ISLAMABAD 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740230/aaaabbpr.tel 

Line Count: 157 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 

Reference: (A) STATE 026073 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 APR 2002 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <06 JUN 2002 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US VIEWS ON ITEM 9 OF CND AGENDA 
TAGS: SNAR, PK, UN, CND 
To: STATE GENEVA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



